CHAPTER XIII.

INSANITY  AS  AFFECTING   RESPONSIBILITY.

IN the foregoing chapter wo have shown what insanity is
from a^medical point of view; we have now to consider
the subject in its legal aspect.

Section 84 of the Penal Code lays down that ee Nothing
is an offence, which is done by a person, who at the time
of doing it, by reason of unsoundness of mind, is incapable
of knowing the nature of the act, or that lie is doing what
is wrong or contrary to law." It will therefore bo seen
that mere insanity, as explained in the previous chapter
will not free a man from responsibility for acts committed.
What he must prove in order to be held not liable to
punishment is unsoundness of mind,

insanity and un-     There are many phases of insanity in which a person
mmc,      cannot be said to be so unsound of mind as not be able to
dis tinguishf bet ween right and wrong.    This is the case as
regards a large number of monomaniacs, and of persons
suffering under Illusions and delusions.    For instance, there
was an officer In tho Madras Presidency some fifteen years
ago,, who occasionally used to be subject to most peculiar
delusions.    On one occasion he was possessed o f the idea that
lie was a tea-pot, and used to go about with one arm placed
a-kimbo, saying to his friends ' pour me oat.'     In other
respects he was perfectly sane and could transact his daily
work.    Now,, If such a person were to commit a crime, say
murder, the mere fact of his suffering from monomania of
the  kind described   could not be held   as  excusing him
from responsibility.    His unsoundness of mind must be  of
such a nature as to render him incapable of recognizing or
appreciating the nature of his acts.